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This project investigated whether strategic network membership could account for 
patterns and levels of rivalry within the United States automotive industry over the 
period 1993 - 1999. Analysis indicated that membership in strategic networks could 
not account for patterns or levels of rivalry and showed that greater rivalry was 
actually experienced between those firms comprising the same strategic network. 
Utilising social network analysis techniques and a variant of the Herfindahl Index, Dr 
Davies investigated the role that strategic networks may play in defining competitive 
outcomes in industries not susceptible to the overt influences of technological 
standards or regulatory requirements, as had been the primary context of prior 
research.  
